Gueloay, April 26. 1692. 


We hav® receiv’d feveral Letters from the fame hand, 
the laft marked with @% Mf. 688. complaining of our 
not anfwering fome Queries long fince fent in for our 
Mercury : We muft fay in our defence, in this Injiance 
as well as many others, that we are many times beat out 
of our promis’d and defign’d method, by the importunity 
of our Querifts, or oppofition of our Adverfaries, not to 
fay, in tome cafes by the miftakes of thofe from whom 


. . . . ° 2 ‘ 1 aa 
we immediately receive the Queftions ; for which rea- 


{on’tis aa abfolutely impoffible thing but thoufands of 
Querifts mult be poffpon’d till their patience is gone, 
till {uch time we publifh our APPENDIX, which will 
certainly clear all oncea Year, and give us liberty to 
proceed in our defign’d method, to our own and others 
jatisfaction. In the mean while we muft be forc’d to 
take fome of the many we receive, either fuch as appear 
moft remarkable, or as we can have no quiet till they are 
difpatch’'d; nor can it be avoided but fometimes a betier 
Question will in the mean time lie upon theFi/e and remain 
wnan{wer'd:However,had we bin before fenfible that thole 
above mention'd had bia fent by one of the Fair Sex, as 
we underftand by this laft Letter, we fhou’d have gone 
near before this to have crouded ’em in, efpecially when 
propos’'d with fo much Mode/ty and Civility, and fo well 
worth anfweringz. For that of the Sin againft the Holy 
Gholt, which has been alfo twice propos'd by another 
hand, we mutt ftill ask a little longer time to confider 
on’c, it being a Cafe of fo great diffroulty and moment, thd 
we promife not to neglect or forget it: for che others 
yet unaafwer'd, they fhul not long remain fo: For the 
Ladys Complement, That fhe and her Friend refolve to be 
concluded by our Fudzments, being at prefent of different Opi- 
nions: We are fo much oblig’d for their Ejfeem of us, 
that we earneltly detire both them and all other Readers, 
by no means to take any fuch refolution, fince it may in 
many cafes rather hinder than advance Knowledge; we ra- 
ther defire em calmly to weigh what we endeavour fairly 
to propofe, and to be fo far guided by us as we are by rea- 
fon, who own our felves Men, and therefpre think it no 
thame to be fometimes miftaken. Now to the Queltion 
the Lady fent in her laft Letter. 
Queft. 1. Hether it be lawful 10 wear Black 
Patches? af not, wherein confijts 
the Sin? what command or Prec+pe 
is broke by it: For as to thofe Objections generally brought, 
as, That’tis ¢ defign to mend what God bas made; may 
not this be aswell {aid of any Ornament we wear which we 
think b2jt becomes us, and the (ame to that other fo oftenu- 
fed, Uf we were born with fuch a {pot on our Faces, we 
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foot entrsvosr to get it off, which IT believe on the contrary, 

bus Ltn jure as to any orber thing we wear, tho the moft 
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nevciary, os @ Petticoat, ere. we fhou'd be muci more cone 


corm d covet vid of itif it came imtothe World with us, and 
tor a Black Hood or Hat o# our Heads: But as fi 
Pi a Ppiarend i900 or at OR Our C4: S . MTA as or any 
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' Arzument or Realoa azainft Patches I nere faw any, 
pty nat to lome perlons they give offence, and a- 
sone\t them Ld never wear “emy but in themfelves if they 
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bace any barn, I mufe confels my (elf ignorant of it ? 

dnfw, ‘ine Lady her teif has taid fo much in fo lir- 
tle roomoa her ows Oueftion, that ’tis not eafie to add 
any caing to waat fhe advances, and we think what the 
lays can hardly be anfwer'd. Weave not ignorant that 


inveiz: 
ing Brethren 5 but yet we find the moft judicious ot ’em 


Spots or Painting to make themfelves feem to othegs as beau- 


tiful as they can: He replies, It is Lawful for fome perfons 
by fome means, for fome good Ends and reafons whea 
a greater Evil is not like to follow it, to hide their De- 
formities, and to adorn themfelves fo as to feem more 
comely than they are. The fome means he mentions 
mut be thofe he had before recited, Spots, &c. or elfe 
he fays nothing to the purpofe ; and if thefe are law- 
ful to fome perfons, and for good Ends, they muft cer- 
tainly be in themfelves indifferent, otherwife circumftan- 
ces cou'd never change their Nature. However he clear- 
ly fuperfedes the common popular Objediion againft ’em, 
(nay, again{ft Painting too, which feems much more ob-. 
noxious) viz. That ‘tis a Sin to attempt mending Gods 
work, fince heclearly grants ‘cis lawful in fome cafes 
both to hide Deformities, and to ufe means to appear more 
beautiful than perfons really are. And indeed the cafe 
is plain fo far, for otherwife ‘were a Sin for one that’s 
Crooked to wear a Gown that hides it, or that has bue 
one Lye to wear a Glafs one, or indeed for a Bald-pate to 
wear a Periwig. For the other Objection, That if we 
were born with {uch Patches we fhou'd defire to get rid of em, 
The Lady does with equa! Truth and Fuftice deny both 
the Fa and Confequence; for the Fat, what’s more be- 
coming than a handfome Mole ? For the Confequence, ’tis 
juft none at all, tor the Reafon fhe gives. If it be urg’d 
as a Fudgment, that fome have bin born with patch’d 
Faces, whofe Parents wore ‘em, we mutt defire thofe 
whothink it fo, to get a litle more Charity and Pru- 
dence too to mix with their Zead ; for firft, the thing 
is plainly Natural, and only the common effed of a° 
{trong and lively Fancy; and then adly, if there's an 
{ftrength in their Argument, it muft be thus form’, 
“ Whenever any Child is markt, ’tis a Judgment of God 
“upon the Parent, at leaft a fign that he’s difpleas’d with 
“em .—If they do not firt lay down that general pro- 
pofition, they come fhort of proving any thing as to this 
particular Inflance ; if they do, they muft find fome Sin 
in longing for Strawberrys, Claret,and Cow-heels, or at leaft 
make thofe Marks which are fo frequent on Children, 
the Tokens of Divine Vengeance. For the Ladies condef- 
cention, not to wear "em where they'll give fcantlal, we 
think it very commendable, tho’more than fhx’s in Con- 
{cience oblig’d to, for the cafe of fcandal is far different 
here from that the Apoftle mentions at the beginning 
of Chriftianity ; nor can it be ever fuppos'd, that the 
fight of a {potted Face fhou'd' deflroy any of thofe for whom 
Chrift dvd, by tempting ‘em to do evit; whichis the true 
notion of fcandal, thé far enough differing from what 
is commonly affign’d. Agd this is at prefent, after ma- 
ture Deliberation, our Judgment in the Cafe propos’d, 
which weare yet ready to change if any can bring bet- 
ter Reafon for the contrary Opinion. 

Queit. 2. Whether it be not a great Inconvenience inour 
Chrffiian Churches to admit Women to fit unvail'd pro- 
mifcuoufly with the Men, and whether is woud not be 
beter for both if different places were appointed for 
‘em ? 

An(w. Were our Mercury to pafs fora Canon, or Sta- 
tute Book, we fhou’d be forc’d to anger all thé Beauty- 
hunters of St. Bridess and perhaps fore of the Beauties 
too, who only SpeFatum veniunt, by anfwering this Que- 
ftion ia the Affirmative. We have formerly fufficient- 
ly fatisf'd the World, that we are not c+ their ridicu- 
lous Opinioa, who think, ( or at Jeaft pretendthey do 
fo) that Women have no Souls, who very well know 
the confequence of this Doétrine, fince as an excellent 
Author no lefs tartly than cruly expreffes it, “It they 
“can once periwade Women they have no Souls, 
“they think they. fhall eafily command their Bo- 
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So far are we from that Extream, that we profes. a ftep further than fubornation, becanfe its willful and 
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mi Ke be different Appartments for them and us in holy 
Afjemblies.. Any Man that knows himfelf well, will not 
“be willing in chat place to truff his Eyes, for thd he 
thou'd ne re fo otten make a Covenant with ‘em, ( for the 
fame reafon Fob did,) they'd be aptto break it. For the 
fame reafon then we wifh em removy’d a little further 
in the Church, that our Reformers had for removing 
Images quite out on’, leaft they fhou’d dazle and divert 
the mind of Bebolders with their Splendor and Beauty, and 
inftead of devout Chrijtian worshippers, transform ’em into 
miftaken blind Idolaters. 

Queft. 3. I've promis’d Marriage azainft the Confent of 
my Friends, which they {ufpetting, have forbid my Lover to 
mike any further Addref[ts, and commanded me not to en- 
wgyiain him any longer, and refolve to marry me to another, 
for whom I have a great averfion : Your Dirvition is defired 
Low I'm to behave my {elf in this difficult Affair ° si 

Anjw. The refolving 2 Questions wlll clear all che difh- 
culty inthis matter, Whether a Promife of Marriage 1s 
obliging, whea made againft the confent of Friends ? and 
whether Friends have any power to force conlent to 
Marriage ? For the firft, if the perfon be of years of 
Difcretion, we think the Promife is really binding, thé 
not lawfully made, binding not only negatively, fo as 
never to marry any other, but pofitively too, to marry 
that perfon, as foon as all Obftruétions are removd ; 
but we take the want of Parents confent to be a very ju/t 
Objiruction as long as they live, tho’ not any longer, for 
we can’t think they have power to difanull any 
fuich Contra or Promife when once actually and folemn- 
ly made, the Inftance generally given of the Parents pow- 
er under the Law to vacate and null the Vow of his 
Daughter, not reaching the prefent Cafe, that was a 
Political Injtitution proper to the Jews, aud were the 
fame a Law of our Countrey, as twas of theirs, and 1s 
of the French at. prefent, the Cafe were clear: Betides, 
there feems a confiderable difference between a Vow and 
a Conzrait, one is with God, the other with Aan, God 
may give up, or depute his own right in this Cafe, but 
it follows not that he does mans; It’surg’d, they are not 
Sui juris, being their Parents goods, and therefore not 
at theirown difpofe: it may be anfwer'd, they are part- 
Jy (ui juris, partly not ; they are born free, not Slaves, 
Men, not Beafts, therefore have fomething of choice, 
and are not to be alienated, ¢sc. like other Goods, (bu 
we are infenfibly fallen into the purlieus of che 24. Que- 
ftion,) fo far then as Children are not under Govern- 
ment, and not at their own difpofal, they undoubtedly 
in in making any fuch Promiles, and can’c perform 
ein till their Parents confent, or Death gives ‘em liber- 
ty. But fo far as they are free and rational Creatures, 
they have power ef difpofing even their Souls, and there- 
fore their Bodies, at leaft Negatively, to the Exclufion 
ofany other, for fo much power no Parent himfelf, un- 
lefs a Tyrant can deny ’em, which alfo clears the 24. 
Queftion. Children are neither Castel nor Slaves, we 
think they have therefore at leaft a Negative voice, 
even where there was no Prier obligation, much more 
where there is; thé fuppofing there were none, they 
ought to endeavour as much as poffible co fubmit to 
their Parents choice, unle(s where ‘tis a plain cafe chat 
¢ woud make ’em milerable.The {unm is,the pofitivePzo- 
mife here was unlawiul, nor is't to be aétually perform’d 
without the Parents confent or Death, yet che Parent 
has not power tovacatethis promile, much le{sto force 
their Child to marry any other. 

Queft. 4. Since the making of the Act, cbliging ali Per- 
fons in Publick Entployments to take the Oath of Fidelity 
to their Majefties King William, and Queen Mary, with- 
in @ limited time, on penalty of lofing their Places, we 
have bad this Story: That A B, to fave bis Friend CD 
whe would not {wear, from the penalty of this Law, did go 
before a Cour: .' Record, and in the Name of bis Friend C 
D, ( whereas bisown Name was AB.) did fwear, IC D, 
exc. Qu. Js A Bin foro Confcientix, guilty of the Crime 
of taking 4 falle O12, or as we ufually term it, Perjury 2 

An{w, Pertonating another Man is Criminal, but per- 
fonating another man {wearing in anothers Name ina 
Court of Record, is Perjury inthe higheft Nature, and 


té@ contrary Caufe that makes us with there * corrupt, with an intention toaid, fhelter and affift one of 


the Kings Enenties, in that by this Perjury an oppor- 
tunity is given to conceal a Traytor by it, and there 
cannot but be more than ordinary in it, tor he that wou'd 
fcruple an Oath in Confcience, would never allow or 
Suborn another to perjure or receive the benefit of Per- 
jury. | 

Queft. 5. *Tras my misfortune to fall in love with a virtudus 
yourg Lady ; I bave fo far indulg‘d my paffion that ‘is mew im- 
poflible to fhake it off. She is young, and Ihave fone Olligations up- 
on me not 10 marry the fe 3 years, andthe Lady is m% greai a Stranger 
amy Love as tomy Per fon, I being igmorant of ihofe Affairs, de frre 
tuknow which way I fhall make known my Affeétions to ive Dear Au- 
gel : Dear Gent. Tearneftly defire your Advice, and am, &ec. 

An {w.Hes \mitten fire enough,--Virtuows Toung Lady,impoffille to 
fhike it off, Dear Angel, nay, Dear Gent. and all. Well, Semel infanivi- 
mus, aS Mr. Cowley ays, we all have bin, or mutt be in Love, un- 
les downright Fools, which he thinks are not capable of that Pa/ 
fron, and we know can never be Mad. But we wou'd not be 
thought to fport with the milerable, we fhall therefore give the 
Gent: better advice than the direé anfwer to his Queliion, and 
thas is, Confidering his Circumitances, cither to poake of’, or at Jet 
adjourn lis Amour fome 2 or 3 years longer ; for it leetus they are 
both young, and he has time enough to Le zn fortumaie, asa mollica 
to one heis as {oon as he loves in earneft. Lut this he tells us is ise 
poffible-- In anfwer, Lovers often ule the word im-pas(ible, where 
one lels harih wou'd do the bufinels, ‘tis only impothb.e in the fame 
fignification that the Greek {Gmetimes uled, thar is, tor extreamly 
Aifficult, but ‘tis not abfolutely fo unlefs hel make it. lect him 
not fee ber, not wrire toher, not bear AMufic, t g Songs, Make VY 
fes, nay try it he cannot think of her for one Dvarter of a Year, « 
he'll then tell us another Tale, and thank us tor this advice. 

Qu. 6. There's a certain Gentleman, whom 7 cin ne 
moft violent Emotions, my Heart pants, and my Colour comes and goes, 
the I knvw no reafon forst. I cant believe ‘tis Love that puts me 
Such di forder at the fight of this terrible Spark, becaxf imever was in 
Love, nor think my felf fo much as capable of that Paflion . 


Fudgment in this matter? 


*~ 


“s el. . 
ver jee Wilwvout 


Daas 
Pray youy 


An fw. Now what aParadice weu'd thefe 2 Querift be in, this and 
the foregoing, thoud they happen to istend one another. Well, this 
Love is certainly the arranteft little Sophifter in the World, it 
people grant the premifes,& yet thilt theConclufion. “Vis nest t- 
ter nor worle, Lady but by all theie Jogems you 4 Re d 
with the plagueol | Ue,ASCVEL WaS- fOUr Gumole Servant unKkae wise 


o> The Queftions concerning the Cuffom o 
Grace before meat, Light 77.1 darkneds, Fel! 
expos'd his Goods to Sale, ‘Nutinegs, and mera 


nefty, punifhment of A ‘lrery, Gentleman who 
was affronted, Number 6 -5, point round che Earth, 
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fhall be all anfwerd next s 
! 1 : fame? are Phiec . » ie 
all thofe fent us this mornin 


o> The Gentleman that has two Narrati 
to the Bloody Affizesy is defired to tend 
to the Raven in the Poulerey. 
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Aahertifements. 


An Advertilement about the Pattent for eafie Cozchese 
L} the Nobility and Gentry may have the Carriages 
of their Coaches made new, er their cld ones a)- 
tered after this New Inventton et rerlouabie Kates, and 
Hackney and Scage-Coachmen may have Liceates from 
the Patentee Mr. Fobn Green, and Mr. Wiiliim I 
his Partner, at the rate of 12.4. : 


gun, and may be known fromthe Com: 
the Words Patrent-Ceach upon the Doors. Thele Coac 
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esare lo nung, as to render them eaner tor the Pallen- 
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ger, and Jefs jabourto the Hories, the motion being like 
that of a Seaan, and arefree from that tofling a . 
— hisae ol . . Ras ‘ eo, 7 cial ‘ 
Ing to Wiien OC. iC C Oac{ CS e1e Alstisa- 4 Ure. < L lal d 
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Conventencies (befides others) ere Invitations ivficient 
{  ¢ ‘} ay |{ met ‘tha lawn “h — . = ‘ \ ¢ 4 ® 
OF ali i°@Yrions ( taae love tneir own € ©, ahndtoO jaye 
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their Horfes draft) to make ule of chis fince 
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their Coaches needs no alteration, ‘tis only the 
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age. All perions may r inf Mr. 
Greens houfe in Carteret-Slreet by the Cock-pit Royal in 
WeSlminfler, and at Mr. Dockwra’s houfe in Little St. Hellens 


in Bifbopeate-fireet, who hopes his Partner ard he fhall 
fare better by this Invention, than he cid by fetting up 
that of the Penny- Pot. 
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